
New Zealand produces about 45% of
the world’s carpet wool.

A wool carpet can absorb and release
up to 20% of its weight in moisture
from the air in the room, balancing
humidity and temperature between
night and day. That’s about 250ml
per sq m. For synthetic carpets, it is
less than 2%.

A typical living room of carpet
contains the wool from 6 sheep, which
must first be spun into 100km of yarn.

The outside surface of wool is made
up of hard scales, similar to finger
nails. They repel dirt and water, and
hide soil.

New Zealand sheep have the highest
fleece weights in the world at 4.5-5kg
clean. The global average is 1.2 kg.
New Zealand’s unique climate and
geography, and the scientific
development of sheep farming have
achieved this.

Wool carpets rapidly and irreversibly
remove common air contaminants
from indoor air. Research estimates
that they will continue purifying the
air for up to 30 years.

Wool carpets will buffer indoor
humidity reducing humidity peaks
and inhibiting condensation on cold
surfaces that can lead to mould growth.

New Zealand produces 14% of the world’s wool and is
the second largest exporter of wool in the world.

Did you know...

www.meatandwoolnz.com
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NZ Wool Categories Sold at Auction 2007
(Source: M&WNZ Economic Service, June-year 2006-07, % tonnes, clean)

World Wool Production 2006
(Source: IWTO calendar year 2006, % tonnes, clean equivalent)

Fine (<24 micron)
7%

Medium (25-32 micron)
6%

Strong (>32 micron)
87%
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New Zealand’s top five wool export markets
(in value terms) are China, United Kingdom,
Italy, India and Belgium.

While there is little in the way of direct exports
of NZ wool to North America, a much larger
proportion of finished product ends up in this
market after processing in other countries.

89% of New Zealand’s wool production is
exported.

New Zealand wool is used by almost every
wool carpet and rug manufacturer in the world,
because of its uniformity, whiteness and
strength. Other wools are also blended, in
most cases to reduce price, and add ‘character’
such as hairiness, bulk, and handle.

Most New Zealand wool is carpet wool. The
fibres are coarse, around 37 microns. Wool
for clothing, usually from merino sheep, is
typically twice as fine, around 18 microns.

NZ Wool Exports (clean) 2007
(Source: M&WNZ Economic Service, % tonnes, June year 2006-07)

NZ Wool Export Products 2007
(Source: M&WNZ Economic Service, % value NZ$ FOB, June year 2006-07)

Global Wool Exporters 2007
(Source: Global Trade Atlas, % volume, greasy, May year 2006-07)

Other Final
Woollen Products

5%

Carpets and Rugs
12%

Tops, Yarns and Sliver
14%

Raw Wool
70%

Wools of New Zealand is a registered trademark of Wool Research
Inc. and identifies NZ wool products produced by licensed
manufacturers that meet NZ wool content and quality criteria.
Wools of New Zealand Ltd carry out a range of in-market services
on contract to M&WNZ for the benefit of New Zealand growers.
www.woolsnz.com

Southern Asia 15%

European Union 41%

Northern Asia 28%

Mediterranean 4%

Middle East 3%

Other 2%

North America 3%

Pacific 4%

Did you know...

UK 4%

Uruguay 3%

Italy 1%
Spain 1%

New Zealand 19%

Australia 52%Germany 5%

China 3%

Belgium 2%
Argentina 2%

Other 7%

INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS
NEW ZEALAND – c/- 113-119 The Terrace, Wellington, NEW ZEALAND,
+64 4 473 9150, mas@meatandwoolnz.com

USA – c/- 1483 Chain Bridge Road, Suite 300, McLean, VA 22101- 5703, USA,
+1 703 821 5002, kelvin.whall@meatandwoolnz.com

EUROPE – c/- Avenue des Celtes 20, Bte 8, 1040, Brussels, BELGIUM,
+32 2 230 6263, nick.beeby@meatandwoolnz.com

UK – c/- Westwood Park, London Road, Little Horkesley, Colchester, CO6 4BS,
UK, +44 1206 274 185, john.mabb@meatandwoolnz.com

JAPAN – c/- NZ Business Centre, 3F, Hanai Building, Shiba-koen-1-2-9, Tokyo
105-0011, JAPAN, +81 3 3434 6811, john.hundleby@meatandwoolnz.com

CHINA & TAIWAN – c/- Lane Bridge 67-101, Lai guang ying dong Lu, Chao Yang
District, Beijing, CHINA 100102, +86 10 6430 7216, siulin.shim@meatandwoolnz.com

KOREA – c/- Room 1101, New Seoul Building, 618-3, ShinSa-Dong, Gang Nam
Gu, Seoul 135-894, KOREA, +82 2 542 9391, gunhee.yi@meatandwoolnz.com

MALAYSIA & SINGAPORE – c/- Lot 35, Jalan Kartunis, U1/47, Seksyen U1,
Kawasan Perindustrian Temasya, Glenmarie, 40150 Shah Alam, MALAYSIA,
+60 3 5569 4454, tslim@dsm.com.my
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on the information do so at their own risk.
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